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The Korean Renal Data System (KORDS) established by the Korean Society of Nephrology in 1985, is a 

nationwide registry that comprehensively collects demographic, clinical, and treatment data from patients 

with end-stage renal disease (ESRD) in Korea. The primary objectives of the KORDS registry are to 

estimate the burden of ESRD, evaluate dialysis practices and outcomes, and support public health policy. 

Although KORDS has collected valuable data for almost 40 years, it is still not used enough in research. 

This presentation reviews selected studies that have successfully utilized KORDS data to explore key public 

health and clinical issues related to ESRD. Through these studies reviews, practical insights into study 

design, data extraction, and analysis strategies will be provided. In addition, step-by-step guidance on how 

to initiate and conduct research using KORDS will be outlined. This lecture aims to promote the active use 

of KORDS data by demonstrating its practical applications and supporting high-quality research that can 

improve patient outcomes.  
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