significantly lower in UC than in NR and NC. There
was no difference between UC and UR.

2) Proliferative responses of PBMC from UC were
not different from those of 3 control groups.

3) IL-2 production was ‘significantly higher in
PHA-stimulated than in unstimualted cultures in ajl
4 groups. Both unstimulated and stimulated IL-2
production were significantly higher in NC, UR, and
UC than in NR. »

4) 2'5-AS production was significantly greater in
PHA-stimulated than in unstimulated cultures in all
4 groups but was significantly lower in UC than in
NR or UR. No difference was observed between NC
and UC. '

Conclusion: It appears that the defect in interferon
production may play an important role in the devel-
opment of chronic HBsAg carrier state in uremia.
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