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A CASE OF LISTERIA MENINGITIS IN A RENAL TRANSPLANT RECIPIENT
Y.8.Shin, C.W.Yang, S.A.Yoon,Y.S.Kim, Y.S.Yoon, and B K Bang

Dept. of Nephrology, Catholic University Medical College, Seoul, Korea,

Conventional immunosuppressive therapy with corticosteroid, azathioprine, or cyclosporine, or the use of
orthoclone OKT3 for treatment of rejection might be associated with an increased risk of infection.

We report a case of Listeria meningitis in a renal transplant recipient receiving cyclosporine, azathi-
oprine, and prednisone. This 42-year-old male with a history of renal transplant (December 29,1986) ‘was hose
pitalized on March 8,1993 with headache and fever for 5 days. On admission, the patient had a temperature
of 39.2°C and the neck stiffness. The patient's initial peripheral leukocyte count was 10,800/mm>(83%
PMN cells, 5% lymphocytes, 12% monocytes). The blood urea nitrogen and serum creatinine concentrations
were 45.9mg/dl and 2.8mg/dl. A sample of CSF was obtained with an opening pressure of 335 mmH,0, and
contained 850 WBC/mm’ (82% PMN cell, 18% lymphocytes), a glucose concentration of 15 mg/dl, and a
protein concetration of 120mg/dl. A gram stain of CSF showed gram-positive bacilli, and a culture for L.
monocytogenes was positive, The brain MRI- revealed ischemic infarct areas at both cortex of the frontal

lobe without the evidence of menigitis. The patient was treated primarily with ampicillin with good
results.
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