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Malacoplakia is an unusual inflammatory condition occurring in urinary tract, G-I tract (mainly
the large intestine, testis, prostate, vagina, lung, bone, brain and skin). It is accepted that
malacoplakia is of infective origin, but the precise pathogenesis has not been completely solved.
Because a large number of cases have been associated with abnormality of immune system or
with immunosuppressive treatments, it is suggested that abnormality or defect in the ability to
dispose of certain bacteria. Microscopically the lesion consisted of clusters of large macrophages
having a foamy eosinophilic cytoplasms, within the cytoplasm may be seen. PAS positive
granular and larger inclusion, 4-10 g¢m, which are called Michaelis-Gutmann body (M-G body).
They show positive staining with PAS, von Kossa and the Prussian blue reaction, less
constantly, oil red O and sudan black B. Ultrastructurally the macrophages show numerous
phagolysosomes, some of them containing bacilliform bacterial structures, prominent golgi
apparatus and M-G bodies in various stages. The most constant picture of the M-G body is a
central core (often containing crystals), and adjacent lighter zone in which crystal are scant or
absent, and one or more external lamellar rings in which crystals are often found. Complex
membrane whorls may be seen at the periphery. It is therefore believed than the M-G body is
formed by aggregation of crystals upon a nidus of breakdown products of bacteria contained in
phagolysosomes.
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