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Objectives: Patients receiving renal replacement therapy (RRT) are on a steady rise in Malaysia. 
Vitamin D status of these patients are generally unknown. There are several known factors 
associated with 25(OH)D deficiency in patients receiving long term RRT namely age, female gender, 
BMI, diabetes mellitus, albumin level and sun exposure time. This study explores the factors for 
Malaysian population. 
  

Methods: In this retrospective, single-centre, cross-sectional study, data from a total of 170 
patients receiving RRT were collected during November 2015 to September 2016. The patients in this 
study are divided into two arms namely 101 patients receiving haemodialysis while 69 patients 
receiving peritoneal dialysis.  Based on Endocrine Society guidelines, patients are labelled vitamin D 
insufficient when levels were between 20 and 30 ng/ml, and deficient when levels were less than 20 
ng/ml. Simple and multiple logistic regression were performed using SPSS Statistics for Windows, 
version 17.0 

Results: Diabetes mellitus status, female gender, serum magnesium, serum phosphate and serum 
albumin levels are significantly associated with vitamin D deficiency. The decrease in albumin along 
with low level of Vitamin D-binding protein concentrate leads to impaired 25(OH)D absorption in the 
body. Our study showed a significant association between serum phosphate and 25(OH)D deficiency. 
The phosphate mechanism was not well studied, some studies showed both significant and inverse 
relationship with vitamin D level. The defective synthesis of the active metabolite of vitamin D by 
non-functioning kidney will lead to impaired absorption of magnesium from human gut. In addition, 
poorly controlled diabetes mellitus with substantial proteinuria and loss of protein binding carriers will 
thus lead to Vitamin D deficiency. 
  

Conclusions: Vitamin D deficiency is highly prevalent among dialysis patients especially those 
undergoing Continuous Ambulatory Peritoneal Dialysis (CAPD). Hence, Vitamin D supplementation 
among dialysis patients should be encouraged according to local guidelines to reduce morbidity and 
mortality. 

 

 

 

 



 

Table 1: Multiple logistic regression analysis of 25-hydroxyvitamin D(calcifediol) deficiency 
(<20ng/ml) in 170 patients with renal replacement therapy 

 




